serum complement level,12 a finding typical
of active SLE. This case also illustrates the
nonspecificity of vascular inflammation in a
biopsy specimen. Although this patient’s
rash (deemed leukocytoclastic vasculitis)
could have reflected another disease
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process, similar rashes can occur in
atheroembolic disease.13

This case illustrates how the pathway to
the diagnosis of vasculitis can indeed be
treacherous; and seldom in medicine is the
admonition primum non nocere—first, do no
harm—more applicable. i

# REFERENCES

1. Sack KE. Mimickers of vasculitis, In: Koopman WJ, edi-
tor. Arthritis and Allied Conditions, 13th edition.
Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1997:1525-1546.

2. Ryan TJ, Wilkinson DS. Cutaneous vasculitis;
“Angiitis.” In: Reok A, Wilkinson DS, Ebling FJG,
Champion RH, Burton JL, editors. Textbook of
Dermatology, 4th edition. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific,
1986:1121-1185.

3. Somer T, Finegold SM. Vasculitis associated with infec-
tions, immunization, and antimicrobial drugs. Clin Infect
Dis 1995; 20:1010-1036.

4. Retan JW, Miller RE. Microembolic complications of ath-
erosclerosis. Literature review and report of a patient.
Arch Intern Med 1966; 118:534-545.

5. Wall LM, Smith NP. Perniosis: A histopathological review.
Clin Exper Dematol 1981; 6:263-271

6. Edgars JDM. The clinical utility of ANCA positivity. Ann
Rheum Dis 1996; 55:494-496.

7. Zuckerman KK, Leventhal L, Wynne C. Positive c-:ANCA in
a patient with lymphoma and without vasculitis. J Clin
Rheumatol 1997; 3:279-281.

8. Moreland LW, Brick JE, Kovack RE. Acute febrile neu-
trophilic dermatitis (Sweet syndrome): A review of
the literature with emphasis on musculoskeletal
manifestations. Semin Arthritis Rheum 1988;
17:143-155.

9. Callen JP. Pyoderma gangrenosum and related disor-
ders. Med Clin North Am 1989; 73:1247-1261.

10. Prestes C, Winklemann R, Su W. Septal granulomatous
panniculitis: Comoarison of the pathology of erythema
nodosum migrans (migratory panniculitis) and chronic
erythema nodosum. J Am Acad Dermatol 1990;
22:477-483.

11. Rees RS, Fields JP, King LE. Do brown recluse spider bites
induce pyoderma gangrenosum? South Med J 1985;
78:283-288.

12. Cosio FG, Zager RA, Sharma HM. Atheroembolic renal
disease causes hypocomplementemia. Lancet 1985;
1:118-121.

13. Falanga V, Fine MJ, Kapoor WN. The cutaneous manifes-
tations of cholesterol crystal embolization. Arch
Dermatol 1986; 122:1194-1198.

ADDRESS: Kenneth E Sack, MD, University of California San
Francisco, 400 Parnassus Avenue, Room A-587, San Francisco,
CA 94143-0326.

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 1998

Downloaded from www.ccjm.org on August 9, 2025. For personal use only. All other uses require permission.


http://www.ccjm.org/

