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Pulmonary embolism: improving the odds 298

Early diagnosis and institution of therapy can alter the
unexpected and unwarranted outcomes of PE.
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Ordering stool exams: room for improvement 299

Recommendations for the optimal use of stool exams in
hospitalized patients with diarrhea.
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Quo vadis, NIH? 305
The new director plots a course

New NIH director Bernadine P. Healy, MD, addresses
the issues threatening the survival of the 100-year-old
biomedical research giant.

STATE OF THE ART: INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Immunoglobulin therapy in infectious disease 309

AIDS patients, bone marrow transplant recipients, and
neonates are among the beneficiaries of advances in
immunoglobulin therapy.
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Transesophageal echocardiography 315
in the critical care unit

Transesophageal echocardiography can provide a new
acoustic window to the heart in critically ill patients,
offering improved identification of cardiac abnormalities.

VICENTE E. FONT, MD
TIMOTHY P. OBARSKI, DO
ALLAN L. KLEIN, MD

JAMES C. BARTLETT, DO

JAMES ]. NEMEC, MD

WILLIAM J. STEWART, MD

AND ERNESTO E. SALCEDO, MD

Continued on page 291

VOLUME 58 NUMBER 4



Continued from page 288

Atrial fibrillation and flutter 325
with left bundle branch block aberration
referred as ventricular tachycardia

Ventricular tachycardia, a potentially lethal arthythmia,
may be difficult to differentiate from supraventricular
tachycardia with aberration. Electrophysiologic testing
helps the clinician identify the origin of the arthythmia,
assess long-term prognosis, and choose appropriate
therapy.
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The continuing development 335
of antihypertensive drugs

Selective alpha-1 blockers and multiple-action beta block-
ers hold promise for enhanced blood pressure control.
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Alpha- and beta-blocking agents: 337
pharmacology and properties

Continued investigations into the multiple effects of
certain alpha and beta blockers may provide clues to
more effective treatment of hypertension.
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Hepatic infarction: MRI appearance 353

Magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated the wedge-
shaped nature of a right hepatic lesion more precisely
than computed tomography.
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Right heart failure after chemotherapy 357

Severe right-sided ventricular dysfunction in a 49-year-
old man following aggressive chemotherapy for metas-
tatic colon carcinoma.
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A type I diabetic patient recovered fully from prolonged
decerebrate rigidity associated with hypoglycemic coma.
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