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Hammersmith Cardiology Workshop Series, ed. by 
Attilio Maseri and John F. Goodwin (vol 1) and Attilio 
Maseri (vol 2), New York, Raven Press, 1984, 348 pp 
(vol 1), 244 pp (vol 2), $43.00 (vol 1), $49.50 (vol 2). 

T h e s e volumes contain the presenta t ions of invited 
speakers a t the first and second annua l European a n d 
American cardiology workshops held at the Ham-
mersmith Hospital in London . T h e cont r ibutors to 
these volumes are cardiologists present ing original 
research and distinguished author i t ies providing 
overviews of complex a n d controversial issues. Each 
volume is divided into g roups of re la ted presentat ions. 
Each g r o u p of presentat ions is fol lowed by a precis 
composed by the edi tor . T h e précis organizes the 
ma jo r points of discussion of each topic du r ing the 
workshop and puts new developments into perspective 
by t emper ing enthusiasm and provid ing guidance to-
ward avenues of research a n d therapy that a re wor thy 
of pursuit . 

Al though not as comprehens ive as o the r annual 
cardiology review series, this f o r m a t of presentat ion, 
discussion, and editorial c o m m e n t is un ique a m o n g 
such series. T h e material discussed in these volumes 
is nevertheless b road a n d covers subjects in dep th . 

Volume 1 is highl ighted by excellent discussions of 
hyper t rophic cardiomyopathy by Drs. Goodwin and 
McKenna, surgical indications f o r valvular hea r t dis-
ease by Drs. Sonnenblick, Oakley, and Braunwald, 
a n d a discussion of the Coronary Ar te ry Surgery 
Study (CASS) by Dr. Killip. A large por t ion of this 
volume discusses controversies in ischemic hear t dis-
ease including coronary spasm by Drs. Maseri and 
Harr ison, and newer m a n a g e m e n t techniques for 
acute myocardial infarct ion by Dr . Hugenhol tz . Beta 
blocker therapy, a f t e r myocardial infarct ion, is dis-
cussed by Dr. Jul ian. A small par t of this volume deals 
with new cardiac imaging techniques such as positron 
tomography and nuclear magnet ic resonance imaging. 

Volume 2 contains m o r e sections deal ing with im-
aging techniques in cardiology. Dr . Popp discusses 
tissue characterization by echocardiography, Dr. Ha-
tle assesses hear t funct ion by Doppler echocardiogra-
phy, Dr. Swan discusses digital subtract ion angiogra-
phy of the hear t , Dr. Camici presents glucose metab-
olism in ischemic myocardium assessed by positron 

emission tomographic scanning, a n d Dr. Steiner dis-
cusses nuclear magnet ic resonance imaging of the 
hear t . Newer inotropic agents for use in hea r t fai lure 
a re discussed by Dr . Braunwald, and Dr. Goodwin 
discusses cardiomyopathies expert ly. Controversial is-
sues such as the need fo r cardiac catheterization fo r 
infants and chi ldren p r io r t o hear t surgery and med-
ical versus surgical t r ea tmen t fo r coronary a r te ry dis-
ease with impaired ventr icular funct ion a re also dis-
cussed. 

T h e s e volumes a re easily read and provide cu r r en t 
state-of-the-art concepts. T h e Hammersmith Cardiology 
Workshop Series should appeal to all practicing and 
research cardiologists, cardiologists-in-training, and to 
cardiac surgeons. I highly r e c o m m e n d these volumes 
to those who want to develop an analytic approach to 
complex issues in hear t disease. 

WILLIAM A . SCHIAVONE, D . O . 

Department of Cardiology 
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation 

The Theory and Practice of Infection Control, ed. 
by Inge Gurevich, Patricia Tafuro, and Burke H. Cunha, 
New York, Praeger, 1984, 421 pp, $34.95. 

With increased emphasis on quality-care issues and 
in the face of g rea te r financial constraints, hospital 
officials a re scurrying a r o u n d to find pragmat ic and 
p r u d e n t answers to infection-control questions. Th i s 
book provides readers with some insights into hospital 
infection problems, bu t falls short of its mark: to 
provide "a f i rm theoretical base f r o m which to make 
recommendat ions ." 

T h e text is separated into th ree sections. T h e first 
section is a sufficient in t roduct ion which outl ines the 
basic e lements of an infection-control p rog ram. In 
general , guidelines, surveillance, a n d educat ional 
strategies and s tandards a r e well-covered. Unfo r tu -
nately, the section deal ing with epidemiology and 
ou tbreak investigation seems too technical and theo-
retical to assist an infection-control pract i t ioner in a 
practical way. T h e second section details responsibili-
ties in certain direct and indirect pat ient care areas 
( f rom the intensive care unit to the laundry). Also 
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