
L E T T E R T O T H E E D I T O R , 

Cleveland Clinic Quarterly: 

In regard to my paper entitled "Management of Peripheral Edema, Including 
Lymphedema of the Arm After Radical Mastectomy," published in the Cleveland 
Clink Quarterly, Volume 26, No. 2, April, 1959, pages 53 through 61, it may not 
have been made clear that the treatment was based on the earlier work of others. 
It is believed that the first work (unpublished) was carried out by Dr. Frederick 
A. Coller of the University Hospital of Ann Arbor, Michigan, in conjunction with 
Mr. Conrad Jobst. Dr. William T. Foley1 reported certain aspects of the treatment 
of edema of the arm in 1951. It was further developed by Doctors Brush and 
Heldt,2 and by Doctors Brush, Beninson, Wylie, Block, and Heldt3 of the Henry 
Ford Hospital, Detroit, Michigan, whose reports were published in 1955 and 
1958, respectively. Doctors Brush, Wylie, and Beninson4 have published a paper 
subsequent to my own. 

The work at the Cleveland Clinic has been largely an extension of the experience 
gained by these workers in addition to incorporating the teachings of Dr. David 
V. Habif of the Department of Surgery, Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center, 
New York, in regard to the role of infection in lymphedema of the arm after 
radical mastectomy. 

D e c e m b e r 30 , 1 9 5 9 RICHARD C. BRITTON, M . D . 
Department of Vascular Surgery 

1. Foley, W. T.: The treatment of edema of the arm. Surg. Gynec. & Obst. 93: 568-574, Nov. 1951. 

2. Brush, B. E., and Heldt, T. J.: Clinical Notes: A device for relief of lymphedema. J . A. M. A. 
158: 34-35, May 7,1955. 

3. Brush, B. E.; Wylie, J . H.; Beninson, J . ; Block, M. A., and Heldt, T. H.: Treatment of post-
mastectomy lymphedema. A. M. A. Arch. Surg. 77: 561-612, 1958. 

4. Brush, B. E. Wylie, J. H., Jr., and Beninson, J : Some devices for the management of lymphe-
dema of the extremities. S. Clin. North America 39: 1493-1498, 1959. 

Volume 27, January I960 35 

All other uses require permission.
 on July 26, 2025. For personal use only.www.ccjm.orgDownloaded from 

http://www.ccjm.org/



